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INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE COURSE SYLLABUS
  COURSE NUMBER: OCB 1000
   Fall 2016


	Week
	TENTATIVE Schedule
	Chapters



	Aug. 22
	Introduction, Scientific Method and Marine Biology, Fundamentals of Ecology
	Ch. 1, 2

	Aug. 29
	Fundamentals of Ecology, Biological Concepts, Marine Microbes
	Ch. 5, 6

	Sept. 5
	Exam I (Chapters 1, 2, 5, 6), Multicellular Primary Producers
	Ch. 7

	Sept. 12
	Lower Invertebrates
	Ch. 8

	Sept. 19
	Higher Invertebrates
	Ch. 9

	Sept. 26
	Exam II (Chapters 7-9), Marine Fishes
	Ch. 10

	Oct. 3
	Marine Reptiles and Birds
	Ch. 11

	Oct. 10
	Marine Mammals
	Ch. 12

	Oct. 17
	Exam III (Chapters 10-12), Coral Reef Communities
	Ch. 15

	Oct. 24
	The Open Sea
	Ch. 17

	Oct. 31
	Harvesting the Ocean’s Resources
	Ch. 19

	Nov. 7
	continued
	

	Nov. 14
	Exam IV (Chapters 15, 17, 19), Finding Nemo
	

	Nov. 21
	No class - Thanksgiving Holiday (W/R)
	

	Nov. 28
	Indian River Lagoon
	Handouts

	Dec. 5
	Final Exam 
	


INSTRUCTOR:
Dr. Jennifer Capers 




PHONE:   
772-462-7556
OFFICE:
N-212, Main Campus




E-MAIL:
jcapers@irsc.edu


For office hours see my website
TEXT: Introduction to Marine Biology, 3rd edition
COMPANION WEBSITES: 
BlackBoard website 




My website: www.jcapers-irsc.weebly.com 
GRADING: 
Assignments (10%) – A couple of assignments will be given during class – more info to come as the semester progresses. 
Exams (90%) – There will be 4 unit exams (50 questions each, 100 points) and one comprehensive final (100 questions, 200 points).  The total of all exams (after lowest 100-point exam is dropped) will be worth 90% of the total grade.  
	
	Earned Points
	Possible Points

	Exam 1
	
	100

	Exam 2
	
	100

	Exam 3
	
	100

	Exam 4
	
	100

	Comprehensive Exam
	
	200

	Homework
	
	Average of all assignments, possible 50 points

	
	Your total:
	Total: 550 (100 points dropped)

	
	
	Your total/550 = your average

	
	
	





The semester average is based on the percentage of total percentage points:



90 -100  = A;  80 -  89  = B;  70 -  79  = C;  60 -  69  = D;  below 60 = F



Withdraw (W) - deadline is October 31st ; Please come and talk to me before you withdraw.

Incomplete (I) – if you are passing but emergency prevents taking one exam.
I WILL NOT give an instructor withdraw unless you come and talk to me BEFORE the deadline for you to withdraw yourself.

MAKE-UP POLICY: No make-up exams will be given!!!!!!!!!  Students will be allowed to drop one 100-point valued exam grade during the semester.  This should cover any illness, emergency, or other. You should bank this opportunity thereby allowing you to DROP one 100-point grade if you have taken all tests.  Contact instructor before exam if you plan to miss it.  
SCANTRON:  Students will supply their own Scantron answer sheets for exams. You must use a No. 2 pencil to mark your answers.  You are responsible for ensuring that all erasures are complete - I will not re-grade any Scantron after it has been given to the student.

ATTENDANCE:  Students are expected to be prepared & present in lecture sessions.  Students are responsible for material covered in each session & must be aware of any changes in exam schedule.   

EXTRA CREDIT: No extra credit is given.  Students need to spend their time on required material.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
1. Apply problem solving, analytical, and communication skills based on the scientific method.

2. Communicate the science of marine biology concepts and skills, relating how these are connected.

OBJECTIVES:
1. Understand the ecology and biodiversity of the marine environment.

2. Understand marine organisms, their distributions, and their adaptations.

3. Understand how humans interact with the marine ecosystem.

CHEATING: Cheating, including plagiarism, of ANY kind will not be tolerated by this department.  Any student caught cheating will receive an immediate F on that assignment at the very least – an F in the class is possible.     
CELL PHONE USE: Please be respectful to the instructor and your fellow students, no cell phone use, please either turn your cell phone off or place on vibrate.
PRACTICE GOOD STUDY HABITS!!!!!
· This class will require A LOT of time!  Start early studying for exams.
· Make flashcards
· Memorization is the first step, you must also understand the scientific concepts we discuss.
· Use the ASC lab, tutors, and various workshops throughout the semester.
· Form a study group.
· Please visit: http://www.irsc.edu/students/students.aspx for information and help.
DISABILITIES POLICY:

Indian River State College provides reasonable accommodations to students with documented disabilities through the Educational Services Division / Student Disability Services Office.  The rights of students with disabilities which pertain to post-secondary education are provided under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. These laws prohibit discrimination by institutions to "otherwise qualified" students with disabilities. This enables such students to have an equal opportunity to benefit from the education offered by those institutions.
DISCRIMINATION POLICY: Indian River State College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ethnicity, sex, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation, marital status, veteran status or genetic information in its programs and activities.

Please DO NOT contact me through Blackboard, instead email me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jcapers@irsc.edu" �jcapers@irsc.edu� or call x7556





Remember to drop your lowest 100 point exam








