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INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE COURSE SYLLABUS
  COURSE NUMBER: OCB 1000
   Spring 2019 - online


	Week
	TENTATIVE Schedule
	Chapters

	Jan 7
	Introduction, Scientific Method and Marine Biology, Fundamentals of Ecology

Student Intro Discussion and 1st Assignment – Due Jan 12th 
	Ch. 1, 2

	Jan 14
	Fundamentals of Ecology, Biological Concepts, Marine Microbes
	Ch. 5, 6

	Jan 21
	Exam I (Chapters 1, 2, 5, 6; take this exam Jan 22nd-24th)
Multicellular Primary Producers
	Ch. 7

	Jan 28
	Lower Invertebrates
	Ch. 8

	Feb 4
	Higher Invertebrates
	Ch. 9

	Feb 11
	Continued
Discussion 2 – Due Feb 15th 
	

	Feb 18
	Exam II (Chapters 7-9; take this exam Feb 19th-21st at TESTING CENTER)
Marine Fishes
	Ch. 10

	Feb 25
	Marine Reptiles and Birds
	Ch. 11

	Mar 4
	Marine Mammals
	Ch. 12

	Mar 11
	Continued

Discussion 3 – Due Mar 22nd  
	

	Mar 25
	Exam III (Chapters 10-12, take this exam Mar 26th-28th)
Coral Reef Communities
	Ch. 15

	Apr 1
	The Open Sea
	Ch. 17

	Apr 8
	Harvesting the Ocean’s Resources

Discussion 4 – Due Apr 12th 
	Ch. 19

	Apr 15
	Continued; Presentation due April 16th 
	

	Apr 22
	Exam IV (Chapters 15, 17, 19; take this exam Apr 22nd-24th at TESTING CENTER)
	


INSTRUCTOR:
Dr. Jennifer Capers 




PHONE:   
772-462-7556
OFFICE:
N-212, Main Campus




E-MAIL:
jcapers@irsc.edu


For office hours see my website
TEXT: Introduction to Marine Biology,  4th edition
COMPANION WEBSITES: 
BlackBoard website 




My website: www.jcapers-irsc.weebly.com 
GRADING: 
 
Exams – There will be 4 unit exams (50 questions each, 100 points).  The lowest exam will be dropped.   Exam 2 and Exam 4 will be taken at a testing center (proctored, NO BOOK and NO NOTES).
Discussions – There will be 4 group discussions you will participate in, total 100 points.

Presentation – You will be assigned a marine organism to research for a PowerPoint presentation, total 100 points.  
	
	Earned Points
	Possible Points

	Exam 1
	
	100

	Exam 2
	
	100

	Exam 3
	
	100

	Exam 4
	
	100

	Discussions
	
	100

	Presentation
	
	100

	
	Your total:
	Total: 500 (100 points dropped)

	
	
	Your total/500 = your average

	
	
	





The semester average is based on the percentage of total percentage points:



90 -100  = A;  80 -  89  = B;  70 -  79  = C;  60 -  69  = D;  below 60 = F



Withdraw (W) - deadline is March 25th ; Please come and talk to me before you withdraw.

Incomplete (I) – if you are passing but emergency prevents taking one exam.
I WILL NOT give an instructor withdraw unless you come and talk to me BEFORE the deadline for you to withdraw yourself.

MAKE-UP POLICY: No make-up exams will be given!!!!!!!!!  Students will be allowed to drop one 100-point valued exam grade during the semester.  This should cover any illness, emergency, or other. You should bank this opportunity thereby allowing you to DROP one 100-point grade if you have taken all tests.  Contact instructor before exam if you plan to miss it.  
ATTENDANCE:  Students are expected to log into Blackboard and participate in scheduled activities.  NO LATE work will be accepted.  It is your responsibility to pay attention to due dates and to look for any announcements for schedule changes.  Students are responsible for material covered in each session & must be aware of any changes in exam schedule.   

EXTRA CREDIT: No extra credit is given.  Students need to spend their time on required material.

Upon completion of OCB 1000, Marine Biology, the learner will be able to

· apply problem solving, analytical, and communication skills based on the scientific method that will provide the foundation for lifelong learning and career development
· make use of appropriate technologies to organize, acquire, and convey information relevant to the interdisciplinary marine sciences
Course Objectives 

The learner will be able to:

· identify the ecology and biodiversity of the marine environment including physical parameters 

· identify the distribution and abundance of marine organisms and their adaptation to the marine environment 

· identify the structure and function of marine primary producers such as phytoplankton, marine algae, seagrasses, mangroves and beach plants and their importance in the marine ecosystem 

· describe and identify the taxonomy, life history, structure and function of marine invertebrates from the zooplankton and from benthic communities 

· describe and identify the taxonomy, life history, structure and function of marine vertebrates such as fishes, birds, mammals and reptiles and their role in the marine environment

· describe how the ocean provides humans with resources and how to grow and culture marine organisms 

· examine the behaviors required for a more responsible and productive citizenship 

CHEATING: Cheating, including plagiarism, of ANY kind will not be tolerated by this department.  Any student caught cheating will receive an immediate F on that assignment at the very least – an F in the class is possible.     
PRACTICE GOOD STUDY HABITS!!!!!
· This class will require A LOT of time!  Start early studying for exams.
· Make flashcards
· Memorization is the first step, you must also understand the scientific concepts we discuss.
· Use the ASC lab, tutors, and various workshops throughout the semester.
· Form a study group.
· Plan ahead, an online class takes a lot of discipline and planning!
· Please visit: http://www.irsc.edu/students/students.aspx for information and help.
DISABILITIES POLICY:

Indian River State College provides reasonable accommodations to students with documented disabilities through the Educational Services Division / Student Disability Services Office.  The rights of students with disabilities which pertain to post-secondary education are provided under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. These laws prohibit discrimination by institutions to "otherwise qualified" students with disabilities. This enables such students to have an equal opportunity to benefit from the education offered by those institutions.
DISCRIMINATION POLICY: Indian River State College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ethnicity, sex, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation, marital status, veteran status or genetic information in its programs and activities.

Remember to drop your lowest 100 point exam








