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Immunology Online   
INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE COURSE SYLLABUS
COURSE TITLE: Immunology  COURSE NUMBER: PCB 4233
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My name is Dr. Capers and I will be your instructor for the semester.  I have a passion for science and am a full science nerd (  I earned my Bachelor Degree in Biology from Central Michigan University (I’m originally from Michigan).  I earned my PhD in Biology (emphasis marine studies and immunology) from the University of Southern Mississippi.   My husband and I moved from Mississippi to Florida in 2006 and we now have 2 wonderful children, Ella and Jameson.   I have been an instructor at IRSC since 2008.  I truly help you enjoy this class.  I am here to help you in anyway.   However, I will be honest and tell you that it will take a lot of work on your part – this class has a lot of information and taking it online will require a lot of time.  But it can be done and students are successful when they put in the time and the work ( 

	Week of
	TENTATIVE SCHEDULE – subject to change!!!
	Reading

	May 9
	Overview of Immune System
	Ch. 1

	May 14
	Cell and Organs, Innate Immunity
	Ch. 2, 5

	May 21
	Antigens and Antibodies and T Cell Receptor                            
	Ch. 3

	May 28
	Monday Holiday; EXAM I (Ch 1, 2, 3, 5) on May 29 and 30th  
Organization and Expression of Ig Genes      
	Ch. 7

	
	May 30th – paper topic and 2 primary sources due
	

	June 4
	Complement, MHC                                
	Ch. 6,8

	June 11
	B Cell Development, T Cell Development                                                   
	Ch. 9, 10

	June 18
	EXAM II (Ch 6, 7, 8, 9, 10) on June 19 and 20th  
T  Cell Activation, B Cell Activation               
	Ch. 11, 12

	June 25
	Cytokines

June 25th – Draft of paper due for peer review
	Ch. 4

	July 2
	Wednesday Holiday; Immune Responses in Space and Time, Effector Responses,  Hypersensitivity Reactions                                           
	Ch. 13, 14, 15

	July 9
	Exam III (Ch 4,11,12,13,14,15) on July 10 and 11th  
Autoimmunity and Transplants      
	Ch. 16

	July 16
	Infectious Disease, Vaccines  
	Ch. 17

	July 23
	Immunodeficiency, Cancer, Experimental Systems 

Final Paper – Due July 23rd 
	Ch. 18, 19, 20

	July 30
	Exam IV (Ch 16-20) on July 30 and 31st 

Comprehensive Final on Unit I-III on Aug 1 and 2nd  
	


INSTRUCTOR: 
Dr. Capers


              
PHONE: 772.462.7556
OFFICE:
N-212, Main Campus



EMAIL: jcapers@irsc.edu
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TEXT    Kuby Immunology, 7th edition, Kindt&Goldsby&Osborne

COMPANION WEBSITES   
Blackboard course website





www.jcapers-irsc.weebly.com
COURSE DESCRIPTION  This course examines the tissues, cells, and biochemical components of the immune system and the role of immune responses in diagnosis and prevention of disease.
RECORDED LECTURES   I will be recording my face-to-face lectures and will upload to Blackboard.
GRADING
EXAMS (400 points) - There will be 4 unit exams, 100 points each.  The lowest of these 4 exams will be dropped.  The final exam will be comprehensive and CANNOT be dropped!  Exams will be written (short answer, matching, drawing, labeling, true/false).     
RESEARCH REVIEW PAPER (100 points) - A research paper is required and will have several deadlines to help maintain progress on the paper, as follows (paper grade cannot be dropped, either – only one of the unit exams) 

   

Topic and two of five primary literature sources – due May 30th 


Draft due for peer review – June 25th 

Final Paper – due July 23rd 
A handout will cover details of paper format and grading rubric.  Missed deadlines will result in a five point deduction per day.  
MORE INFORMATION ON EXAMS
Where will you take the exams? Exams will be proctored and given at the Testing Center.  You will have 2 days to take the exam.  Be sure to check the hours of the testing center (it is NOT open 24 hours a day) – you want to give yourself enough time to take the test.   I will not extend the dates of the exam because you missed it.   You will get one drop exam.  If you are local, you can take the exam at any Testing Center on any of our campuses.  If you are not local, you must contact the Testing Center Director, Steven Daniello (sdaniell@irsc.edu) at the beginning of the semester in order to make arrangements at a testing facility near you.  

What will the exam consist of?  They will be composed of questions that are short answer, true/false, matching, drawing, etc.  There will be a varying number of questions depending on the exam.
How many exams are there?  You will have 4 unit exams (100 points each).  The comprehensive final will cover Units 1-3 and will be 200 points. 
MORE INFORMATION ON THE PAPER
You will write a literature review research paper for this course (100 points) on an immunological topic of 

your choosing (i.e. a particular autoimmune disease, a particular allergy, cancer immunotherapy, and it doesn’t have to just be human).  I have made a Research Paper Rubric and a Research Paper Information document to help describe what will be required for the paper.  Be sure to review both of these documents before you get started.  

You will turn in your topic as well as 2 primary sources by a certain date (there will be a dropbox in Blackboard).   These 2 primary sources have to be recent (within 5 years).  There are a lot of great “old” papers that you can use but I want to make sure you have a couple of sources with the most recent information.

You will turn in a draft of your paper by a certain date (there will be a Dropbox).  I will then pair you with a partner, email your paper to that partner for them to do a peer review.  If you do not turn in your draft, there will be a 10 point reduction in your final paper grade.   If you do not provide your peer with feedback on their paper, there will be a 10 point reduction in your final paper (you will have 1 week after receiving you partner’s paper to get them feedback). 

MAKE-UP POLICY     No make-ups will be given!!!!  Students are allowed to drop one 100 point unit exam.  Dates of exams may change, so be sure to keep up with updated information.
Withdraw (W) – deadline is July 10th; please come and see me BEFORE you withdraw.

Incomplete (I) – ONLY if you are passing but emergency prevents taking one exam.

EXTRA CREDIT     No extra credit is given.  Students need to spend their time on required material.

ATTENDANCE   Students are expected to be prepared and present in lecture session.  It is your responsibility to obtain and review information if you miss a class!
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
· Develop the knowledge skills, attitudes and values necessary for positions of responsibility in a variety of Life Science industries.

· Participate in class discussions/lectures and question sessions, present current topics from scientific journals and/or write scientific paper on immunological topic.

· Use internet to look at department and faculty web pages, to research topics, to download notes, and to keep track of grades.

· Research and discuss ethical issues dealing with immunological issues.

· Apply scientific method to evaluate research methods in immunology.
CHEATING     Cheating, including plagiarism, of ANY kind will not be tolerated by this department.  Any student caught cheating will receive an immediate F on the assignment and possibly in the course (no withdrawal allowed).  Plagiarism includes copying and pasting, using papers from a different class, using another student’s paper, etc.
STUDENT ACCESSIBILITY SERVICES
Indian River State College provides reasonable accommodations to students with documented disabilities through the Student Accessibility Services (SAS) Office. The rights of students with disabilities which pertain to post-secondary education are provided under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. Students who wish to request an accommodation for a documented disability may contact Student Accessibility Services at 772-462-7808, 772-462-7782 or e-mail accessibilityservices@irsc.edu.

DISCRIMINATION POLICY    Indian River State College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ethnicity, sex, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation, marital status, veteran status or genetic information in its programs and activities.

Immunology Research Paper Rubric

	
	Points taken off if missing from Final Paper or not adequate

	Title Page
	- 5

	Abstract (~250 words)
	- 10

	Labeled Sections : Abstract, Introduction, Discussion, Conclusion, Literature Cited
	- 10

	Multiple Grammatical Errors
	- 10

	Improper Citations through paper
	- 5

	Did not use CSE format in Literature Cited section

http://irsc.libguides.com/CSE 
	- 5

	Improperly labeled Figures and Tables (if used)
	- 10

	Overall, good explanation of the topic; good flow
	- 45
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