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   Senior Project II
INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE COURSE SYLLABUS
COURSE NUMBER: BSC 4911
   Fall 2015

	Week of
	TENTATIVE Schedule – subject to change!!

	Aug 31
	Introduction

	Sept 7
	Mon Holiday (no class) , submit poster draft – title, background, pictures                        

	Sept 14
	Submit poster abstract, intro, materials and methods

	Sept 21
	Submit poster results, discussion 

	Sept 28
	Submit poster literature cited, acknowledgments

	Oct 5
	Continued                                    

	Oct 12
	Submit draft of poster to mentor 

	Oct 19
	Practice – oral presentations and 3 minute “elevator” talk for posters

	Oct 26
	Practice – oral presentations and 3 minute “elevator” talk for posters

	Nov 2
	Practice – oral presentations and 3 minute “elevator” talk for posters

	Nov 9
	Practice – oral presentations and 3 minute “elevator” talk for posters

	Nov 16
	Posters due for printing (Monday is the deadline)

	Nov 23
	Practice for symposium; Wed- Fri Thanksgiving Holiday  

	Dec 4 - Friday
	Fall 2015 Biology Department Undergraduate Research Symposium


INSTRUCTOR:
Dr. Jennifer Capers 




PHONE:   
772-462-7556
OFFICE:
N-212, Main Campus




E-MAIL:
jcapers@irsc.edu


For office hours see my website
COMPANION WEBSITES: 
BlackBoard website 




My website: www.jcapers-irsc.weebly.com 
GRADING: The purpose of this course is to prepare your research for presentation at the Biology Department’s Undergraduate Research Symposium (and possibly other meetings/symposiums).  You will be required to create a scientific poster.   Components of this poster will be due on certain days – late assignments will result in a reduction of points.  If you get too far behind in assignments, the Biology department could decide that you will not be ready to present (therefore, you will receive an incomplete and will need to present the following fall/spring semester).



Some of you will/may be chosen to do a 10-15 minute oral presentation at the symposium.


The semester average is based on the percentage of total percentage points:



90 -100  = A;  80 -  89  = B;  70 -  79  = C;  60 -  69  = D;  below 60 = F



Withdraw (W) - deadline is NOVEMBER 2nd; Please come and talk to me before you withdraw.

Incomplete (I) – if you are passing but emergency or lack of preparation prevents your completion.
ATTENDANCE:  Students are expected to be prepared and to turn in assignments/drafts on listed dates.  This class only meets once a week – you MUST be at every class.  This is to ensure that you are ready for the symposium.  If you are absent without an excuse and/or are absent multiple times, it could be decided by the Biology Department that you are not ready to complete this course – you will then be given an incomplete and will continue the following semester.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· Students will finish their research project(s) under the supervision of an instructor and/or researcher.

· Students will write a research paper to report their research project.

· Students will prepare an oral presentation to present their research at the Senior Research Symposium.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
· Demonstrate knowledge of the scientific method thorough application of sound research principles.
· Integrate appropriate technology into the decision making process of the Life Science industry and research.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES: 
Apply problem solving, analytical, and communication skills based on the scientific method that will provide the foundation for lifelong learning and career development.

CHEATING: Cheating, including plagiarism, of ANY kind will not be tolerated by this department.  Any student caught cheating will receive an immediate F on that assignment and could be prevented from presenting (meaning you cannot pass the course).      Plagiarism includes things such as copying and pasting, using another student’s work, etc. (see IRSC library website on plagiarism for more examples). 
CELL PHONE USE: Please be respectful to the instructor and your fellow students, no cell phone use, please either turn your cell phone off or place on vibrate.
DISABILITIES POLICY:

Indian River State College provides reasonable accommodations to students with documented disabilities through the Educational Services Division / Student Disability Services Office.  The rights of students with disabilities which pertain to post-secondary education are provided under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. These laws prohibit discrimination by institutions to "otherwise qualified" students with disabilities. This enables such students to have an equal opportunity to benefit from the education offered by those institutions.
DISCRIMINATION POLICY: Indian River State College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ethnicity, sex, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation, marital status, veteran status or genetic information in its programs and activities.

If you are experiencing difficulty in your course, your first obligation is to work directly with your instructor to resolve the issue. If you are unable to settle your concerns with the assistance of your instructor, you can contact the Department Chair (Sherry Bowen, x7502), who will assist you or advise you about contacting the Academic Dean (Dr. Paul Horton, x7503) or Vice President (Dr. Tony Iacono, x7215).
During this time, I encourage you to meet/call/email your mentor so that he/she can give their input.








