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INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE COURSE SYLLABUS
COURSE TITLE: General Biology II  COURSE NUMBER: BSC2011
   Summer A 2018 – online
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My name is Dr. Capers and I will be your instructor for the semester.  I have a passion for science and am a full science nerd (  I earned my Bachelor Degree in Biology from Central Michigan University (I’m originally from Michigan).  I earned my PhD in Biology (emphasis marine studies and immunology) from the University of Southern Mississippi.   My husband and I moved from Mississippi to Florida in 2006 and we now have 2 wonderful children, Ella and Jameson.   I have been an instructor at IRSC since 2008.  I truly help you enjoy this class.  I am here to help you in anyway.   However, I will be honest and tell you that it will take a lot of work on your part – this class has a lot of information and taking it online will require a lot of time.  But it can be done and students are successful when they put in the time and the work ( 
	WEEK OF:
	TENTATIVE Schedule – Subject to change!!!
	Reading

	May 9
	Phylogeny, Diversity of life, Viruses
	Ch. 20, 21

	May 14
	Prokaryotes, Protists, Exam 1 (Ch. 20-23; May 16-17th)            
Seedless Plants, Seed Plants, Fungi            
	Ch. 22, 23
Ch. 25,26,32, 24

	May 21
	Exam 2 (Ch. 24-26, 32; May 23-24th)
Animal Diversity, Protostomes, Deuterostomes
	Ch. 27, 28, 29

	May 28
Mon Holiday
	Exam 3 (Ch. 27-29; May 30-31st)                                        

Animal body plan, Nervous System
	

	
	
	Ch. 33, 35

	June 4
	Endocrine System, Digestive System, Respiratory 

Exam 4 (Ch. 33-35, 37, 39; June 6-7th),
	Ch. 37, 34, 39

	June 11
	Circulatory System
Urinary System, Immune System, Reproductive  
	Ch. 40
Ch. 41, 42, 43

	June 18
	Exam 5 and Comprehensive Final on Unit 1-4, combined in one test (June 18-19th)
	


INSTRUCTOR:
Dr. Capers 

           


PHONE:   
772-462-7556
OFFICE:
N-212, Main Campus




E-MAIL:
jcapers@irsc.edu


Please see website for office hours
TEXT         OpenStax Biology – This is an open resource book that you do not have to pay for, you can download a free copy on the website.  You can purchase a printed version on Amazon if you choose.   Google “OpenStax Biology” and it will take you to the website where you can download your copy.
COMPANION WEBSITES
Blackboard, My website: www.jcapers-irsc.weebly.com
 
RECORDED LECTURES     I will upload recorded lectures from my face-to-face class on Blackboard.
GRADES
Exams (500 points) – There will be 4 unit exams (~50 questions each, 100 points) and one combined comprehensive final  and exam 5 (100 questions, 200 points).  Lowest 100 point exam will be dropped.  
Homework (100 points) – Every chapter will have a worksheet to complete.   Print the worksheet and hand write the answers.  The worksheets for each chapter will be turned in BEFORE you take the exam.  
	
	Earned Points
	Possible Points

	Exam 1
	
	100

	Exam 2
	
	100

	Exam 3
	
	100

	Exam 4
	
	100

	Exam 5 and Comprehensive Exam
	
	200

	Homework
	
	100

	
	Your total:
	Total: 600 (100 points dropped)

	
	
	Your total/600 = your average





The semester average is based on the percentage of total percentage points:



90 -100% = A;  80- 89% = B;  70- 79% = C;  60- 69% = D;  below 60 = F

MORE INFORMATION ON EXAMS


What will the exams look like?  Your exams will be on Blackboard.   Exams for Units 1-4 are 100 points each, ~50 questions each; Comprehensive Final and Unit 5 Exam (one test) is 100 questions and 200 points.  I will drop your lowest 100 point exam. 

Where will you take your exams? All the exams will be proctored at the Testing Center.  If you are local, you can take the exam at any of IRSC’s Testing Centers.  If you are not local, you must contact the Testing Center Director, Steven Daniello (sdaniell@irsc.edu) at the beginning of the semester in order to make arrangements at a testing facility near you.

When do you take the exams?  Exam dates are here on this syllabus and on Blackboard.  It is important to pay attention to the exam dates!   If you miss the date, there is no make-up.   It is also your responsibility to know the operating hours of the testing center (look on website).   Don’t wait until the last minute to take the exam!

MORE INFORMATION ON WORKSHEETS

What do you do?  Print out the worksheets for that unit, HAND WRITE your answers.

When do you turn in the worksheets for that unit?  You will turn in the worksheets for that unit BEFORE you go to take the exam on those chapters.  

Where do you turn them in?  Go to the Dropbox for the worksheets and click on the Unit, upload there.  You will have to scan your worksheets to make a PDF file.   If you do not have a scanner, take a picture of each sheet and put those pictures in a Powerpoint or PDF file.  You can only upload one document per unit. 
Withdraw (W) -deadline is June 6th; Please contact me before you withdraw.

Incomplete (I) – if you are passing but emergency prevents taking one exam.  I WILL NOT give an 
instructor withdraw unless you talk to me about it BEFORE the deadline for you to withdraw.

MAKE-UP POLICY    No make-up exams will be given!!!!!!!!  Students will be allowed to drop one 100-point valued exam grade during the semester.  This should cover any illness, emergency, or other. You should bank this opportunity thereby allowing you to DROP one 100-point grade if you have taken all tests.  Contact instructor before exam or quiz if you plan to miss it.  

ATTENDANCE   Students are responsible for material covered in each session & must be aware of any changes in exam schedule.  This is an online course – you MUST stay up on the material.  Please email me with any questions and/or visit me during my office hours or Gen Bio II face-to-face classes.  
EXTRA CREDIT       No extra credit is given.  Students need to spend their time on required material.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
· To acquire an overview of viruses, prokaryotes, and protists.

· To acquire an overview of the taxonomy, anatomy, and physiology of the plant and animal kingdoms. 

· To understand the anatomy and physiology and evolution of human organ systems. 

PROGRAM OUTCOMES
Apply problem solving, analytical, and communication skills based on the scientific method that will provide the foundation for lifelong learning and career development.

CHEATING    Cheating, including plagiarism, of ANY kind will not be tolerated by this department.  Any student caught cheating will receive an immediate F on the assignment and possibly in the course (no withdrawal allowed.)  

STUDENT ACCESSIBILITY SERVICES
Indian River State College provides reasonable accommodations to students with documented disabilities through the Student Accessibility Services (SAS) Office. The rights of students with disabilities which pertain to post-secondary education are provided under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. Students who wish to request an accommodation for a documented disability may contact Student Accessibility Services at 772-462-7808, 772-462-7782 or e-mail accessibilityservices@irsc.edu.

DISCRIMINATION POLICY   Indian River State College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ethnicity, sex, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation, marital status, veteran status or genetic information in its programs and activities.

SCROLL DOWN TO SEE STUDENT CONTRACT:
Student Contract for General Biology II at IRSC with Dr. Capers

Please initial before each statement:

____ I will listen to recorded lectures.

____ I understand that I have to go to a Testing Center for all exams.

____ If I miss an exam during the semester, I understand that it will be my drop exam for the semester.

____ I understand that in a class such as this, I will have to spend 3 hours (or more depending) for every semester hour outside of lecture on my own reading, studying, making flashcards, memorizing, etc.  (for a 3 credit class = 9 hours on your own time per week, on top of listening to recorded lectures, you might have to spend more time since this is an online course).

____ I understand that if I do not spend adequate time outside of class doing my own work, I may not earn a good grade in this class.

____ I understand that Dr. Capers does not give grades, all of the students earn their grades and every student has the opportunity to get an A based on their performance. 

____ I will turn in the worksheets (hand written answers) the day of the exam, before I take the exam.  There is no late work! (no exceptions). 

____ I will try to utilize tutoring services in the ASC labs to help my performance in this class.

____ If I want to review my exams, I understand I will have to go to Dr. Capers’ office during her office hours (or by appointment) to review.  This will not be allowed the last 2 weeks of the semester!

____ I understand that I have to check Blackboard for possible changes in the schedule.

____ I will not ask for Extra Credit.  

____ I have looked at the syllabus for this class and know where to find it.

As your instructor, Dr. Capers will:

· Do her best to explain the material, presenting it in a different manner if you are confused or need further clarification.

· Post all of her Powerpoints on her website for you to review.

· Record her lectures for you to watch as if you are in the face-to-face class.

· Answer your questions (or at least find an answer for you).

· Keep you posted on unforeseen changes in the schedule.

· Post grades on Blackboard in a timely manner (I ask for a week, but usually will be faster).

· Try to answer emails in 24 hours or sooner during the week, 48 hours during the weekend or holiday.

· Meet with you in her office if you would like help with the material (or recommend seeing a tutor in the ASC lab).

· Try to help any fears you have of science – Biology is fun! (
______________________________________________               ____________________________________

Student Print Name                                                                                  Class Day and Time

______________________________________________               ____________________________________

Signature                                                                                                  Date
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Remember to drop your lowest 100 point exam








