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INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE COURSE SYLLABUS
COURSE NUMBER: BSC 1005
   Fall 2018


	WEEK OF:
	TENTATIVE Schedule – Subject to change!!!
	Reading

	Aug 20
	Can Science Cure the Common Cold? (Scientific Method) Are We Alone in 

the Universe? (Water, Biochemistry, and Cells)
	Ch. 1 and 2

	Aug 27
	Is It Possible to Supplement Your Way to Better Health? 

(Cells and Metabolism)
	Ch. 3

	Sept 3
	Monday Holiday;  Exam 1 (Ch. 1-3)
	

	Sept 10
	Cancer (Mitosis, Meiosis); Are You Only as Smart As Your Genes?

(Genetics)
	Ch. 4 and 5

	Sept 17
	DNA Detective (Forensic Science)
	Ch. 6

	Sept 24
	Exam 2 (Ch. 4, 5, 6)
Genetically Modified Organisms
	Ch. 7

	Oct 1
	Where Did We Come From? (Evidence for evolution)
	Ch. 8

	Oct 8
	An Evolving Enemy (Natural Selection)
	Ch. 9

	Oct 15
	Exam 3 (Ch. 7, 8, 9)
 Prospecting for Biological Gold (Diversity of Life)
	Ch. 10

	Oct 22
	Community and Ecosystems; 
	Handouts

	Oct 29
	Local Ecosystems, Florida Plants;
Exam 4 (Ch. 10, Community/Ecosystems in class; IRL and Native Florida take home)
	Handouts

	Nov 5
	Organ Donation (Organ Systems); Cleaning the Air (Respiratory, Cardiovascular)
	Ch. 11 and 12

	Nov 12
	Monday Holiday; Is there something in the water? (Reproductive and Developmental Biology); Immune System 
	Ch. 13

	Nov 20
	Continued
	

	Nov 26
	Thanksgiving Wed-Fri
	

	Dec 3
	Exam 5 (Ch. 11, 12, 13)
	


INSTRUCTOR:
Dr. Jennifer Capers 




PHONE:   
772-462-7556
OFFICE:
N-212, Main Campus




E-MAIL:
jcapers@irsc.edu
TEXT

Biology: Science for Life with Physiology, Belk and Maier, 5th edition (customized for IRSC)
COMPANION WEBSITES 

Blackboard website;  www.jcapers-irsc.weebly.com
GRADING 
 

Exams (400pts) - There will be five unit exams (50 questions each, 100 points). The lowest 100 point exam will be dropped.

Bring Scantron!
Activities/Worksheets (100pts) – There are activities (worksheets) for most of the chapters on my website (www.jcapers-irsc.weebly.com )

· Print the sheet

· Handwrite your answers

· Turn in the sheets when you take the exam for that chapter (late assignments will not be accepted)


The semester average is based on the percentage of total percentage points:



90 -100  = A;  80 -  89  = B;  70 -  79  = C;  60 -  69  = D;  below 60 = F

WITHDRAW

(W)-deadline is Oct 27th; Please come and talk to me before you withdraw.

Incomplete (I) – if you are passing but emergency prevents taking one exam.
I WILL NOT give an instructor withdraw unless you talk to me about it BEFORE the deadline for you to withdraw.

MAKE-UP POLICY
No make-up exams will be given!!!!!!!!  Students will be allowed to drop one 100-point valued exam grade during the semester.  This should cover any illness, emergency, or other. You should bank this opportunity thereby allowing you to DROP one 100-point grade if you have taken all tests.  Contact instructor before exam or quiz if you plan to miss it.  

ATTENDANCE
Students are expected to be prepared & present in lecture sessions.  Students are responsible for material covered in each session & must be aware of any changes in exam schedule.  

EXTRA CREDIT
No extra credit is given.  Students need to spend their time on required material.

STUDENT OUTCOMES
· Using the scientific method, critically analyze and evaluate scientific data and analytical skills to solve problems relevant to biology and the life sciences.

· To understand the structure of atoms and how they combine to form molecules, macromolecules and their importance.

· To understand the structure and function of cells, genes and inheritance.

· To understand the basics of human anatomy and physiology.

· To recognize the local ecosystem, native and non-native species.

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES
Apply problem solving, analytical, and communication skills based on the scientific method that will provide the foundation for lifelong learning and career development.
CHEATING
Cheating, including plagiarism, of ANY kind will not be tolerated by this department.  Any student caught cheating will receive an immediate F on the assignment and possibly in the course (no withdrawal allowed.)  

PRACTICE GOOD STUDY HABITS
· This class will require A LOT of time!  Start early studying for exams.
· Make flashcards
· Memorization is the first step, you must also understand the scientific concepts we discuss.
· Use the ASC lab, tutors, and various workshops throughout the semester.
· Form a study group.
DISABILITIES POLICY
Indian River State College provides reasonable accommodations to students with documented disabilities through the Student Accessibility Services (SAS) Office. The rights of students with disabilities which pertain to post-secondary education are provided under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. Students who wish to request an accommodation for a documented disability may contact Student Accessibility Services at 772-462-7808, 772-462-7782 or e-mail accessibilityservices@irsc.edu.
It is the student’s responsibility to inform the instructor of any needed accommodations in plenty of time to make those accommodations for an assignment or exam.
DISCRIMINATION POLICY
Indian River State College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ethnicity, sex, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation, marital status, veteran status or genetic information in its programs and activities
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